
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Director Academy for Storytelling is on a mission to bring this art on a higher level 

Raymond den Boestert announced  

Storyteller of the Year 2012  
UTRECHT – Raymond den Boestert, storyteller and director of the Academy for 

Storytelling Friday 11th of February is announced Storyteller of the Year 2012 by 

the national Storytelling Organisation. A deserved title for a man who set his life 

in duty of storytelling. The coming year he will be ambassador for storytelling, a 

role he already has taken a long time ago.  
 

Colleague storyteller and member of the staff of the Academy for Storytelling, teacher Pauline Seebregts, 

calls his announcement well deserved. “Raymond den Boestert tells stories professionally for a long 

time. Since five years, he created the Academy for Storytelling, that has grown enormously since. In the 

national Storytelling Organisation the Dutch storytellers are gathered, so the announcement can be 

considered an acknowledgement and appreciation from his colleagues in our country.”  

 

Growth 
The Academy for Storytelling started in 2007 with fifty students. Nowadays this school for the art of 

Storytelling has grown to three hundred, in three cities: Zwolle, Utrecht and Alden Biesen/Bilzen.  

Seebregts characterises Den Boestert as ‘someone who loves to share is knowledge with others, amateurs 

and professionals’. “He always tries to connect. He makes effort to put storytelling on the map nationally 

and internationally. For example in the Federation of European Storytellers (FEST). In this Raymond den 

Boestert can be considered as a man with a mission.”   

 

Milestone  
For Den Boestert the title is an acknowledgment and proof that he is on the good road with his work. A 

‘milestone’ he calls it himself.  “I put a lot of effort in cooperation. For example with Storytelling 

Theatre The Storyboat and Waterfall International Storytelling festival in Zwolle. They provide for the 

stages that I need for my students and provide possibilities and direction for new talents. Together we 

work on the education of new, young storytellers.” Recently, the Academy for Storytelling announced 

that she will move her venue in Flanders from Antwerp to Storytelling Castle Alden Biesen, just at the 

border with Maastricht, in Bilzen. By this cooperation storytellers from The Netherlands and Flanders 

get the opportunity to work together and exchange knowledge about the art of storytelling on one of the 

most lively storytelling venues in Europe.  

 

Confirmation 
Seebregts calls the announcement a confirmation and encouragement that the development that 

Raymond den Boestert is busy with, has to proceed.  “A milestone on the road that already has been 

walked and an encouragement that he has to continue on the same road, with what has to be done.”   

 

More information about the Storytelling Academy: www.vertelacademie.nl   

 

 

Note for the press, not to be published:  

More information at: 

Raymond den Boestert [0031 30 2935842]  

 
 

 


